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Figure 1. Lee In-Seok in the Genealogy of Yangsung Lee’s Clan
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Figure 2. Lee In-Seok in the Genealogy of Suncheon Park’s Clan
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-Abstract-

The Change of the Status of Joseon
Medical Bureaucrats in the 15th and 16th
Centuries

PARK Hun Pyeng*, OH Junho**

In the 15th century, Joseon dynasty’s goal for the stabilization of the
ruling system, the ideological freedom of the era, and the necessity of
medicine due to the introduction of Jin and Yuan dynasty’s medicine led
to the increased interest in medicine by the nobility along with tolerant
practice, The practice of reading medical books is a good example
of this institutional demonstration. However, by the end of the 15th
century, a noticeable change had taken place. Within the nobility, there
was an ideological rigidity regarding technology other than those of
Confucianism, as the nobility became concentrated on the principles of
Neo-Confucianism. In addition, as the publication of large-scale editions
such as Uibangyuch 'wi (the Classified Collection of Medical Prescriptions)
came to an end, they have become less inclined to nurture talent at the
level of the central government as in the previous period, In addition, as
the discrimination against illegitimate children became stronger, technical

bureaucrats such as medical officials, which were open to illegitimate
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children, came to be seen in increasingly disdainful and differentiated
manners,

From the late Sejong period to the early Seongjong period, the entrance
of illegitimate sons into the medical bureaucracy solidified the negligence
of medicine by the nobility. After then, the medical bureaucracy came to
be monopolized by illegitimate sons. As for illegitimate sons, they were
not allowed to enter society through Confucian practices, and as such,
the only way for them to enter the government was by continuing to
gain experience as technical bureaucrats. Technical posts that became
dominated by illegitimate sons became an object of contempt by the
nobility, and the cycle reproduced itself with the social perception that
legitimate sons of the nobility could not become a medical official.
Medical officials from the Yi clan of Yangseong had been legitimate
sons and passers of the civil service examination in the 15th century.
However, in the 16th century, only illegitimate sons became medical
officials, The formation of Jungin (middleclass) in technical posts since
the middle of the Joseon period is also related to this phenomenon, The
Yi clan of Yangseong that produced medical officials for 130years over
four generations since Yi Hyoji, a medical book reading official, is an
exemplary case of the change in the social perception in the early Joseon

period regarding medical bureaucrats,

Keywords: Korean medical history, Yangseong Yi clan, Medical book
reading bureaucracy, illegitimate sons, Medical Examination,
middle class, medical bureaucracy, middle Joseon Dynasty
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