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A Comparative Analysis about Various Editions of Donguibogam

Jeong—Hyeon Lee, Junho Oh
Korea Institute of Oriental Medicine

Much research has already been done on Donguibogam. However, comparison of specific characters was not done because researchers
found it difficult to compare different editions of the text in one place. Recently, important editions have been published on the Internet,
making comparison possible.

In this paper, researchers compare eight editions Donguibogam, including the original edition published in 1613 and seven other
editions corrected by the Naeuiwon (Joseon Dynasty National Medical Center). The comparison results were summarized and tabulated.
The results of the comparison are analyzed and presented in this article as a chart. The result of comparing the characters and the
analyzed graph were in agreement.

The authors propose that all written and electronic publications of Donguibogam should refer to other editions implied, quoted or
referenced within the text and including with proper citations, and reference the original and first edition.

Inadequate referencing will pollute future knowledge of this foundational text of Traditional Korean Medicine and may result in
perpetration of mis-information.

Based on accumulated knowledge and study of historical Korean Medicine texts, the Namsan edition made a mistake in the editing
process. The year of publication of Gabsul-yoengyoeng-gegan Edition needs to be studied again and corrections made where appropriate.

Key words : Donguibogam, Comparison of traditional Korean characters, Editions, Similarity analysis
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