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The Achievements and Problems of Computerization of Korean Medical Classics, Donguibogam

— Focusing on the mobile Application ‘The Donguibogam in My Hand’ —

Junho Oh

Korea Institute of Oriental Medicine

Objectives :

The Dongui Bogam in My Hand’, which is an output of computerizing Donguibogam (Principles and Practice of Eastern

Medicine), is an interim outcome of the research project led by the Korea Institute of Oriental Medicine. This study examined the process
in which Donguibogam, a record in Chinese and a classic of Oriental medicine, expanded into a modermn content.

Methods : This study will classify the modernization of Donguibogam into three ‘contents’ that form Donguibogam, ‘container’ that will
hold the contents, and ‘community’ that is the consumer of Donguibogam. Towards the end, this study will sketch out the status of
computerizing Chinese records in Korea, and point out the reality faced by computerization of ancient documents on COriental medicine as

well as the direction for the future.
Results

: ‘The Dongui Bogam in My Hand’ has been downloaded more than 10,000 times for 4 months since it releases in August

2014, and is used for at least 6,000 times on average every month. This achievement can be due to the two following reasons. First, the
application contains high—quality contents such as the original text of Donguibogam as well as Korean and English translations. Second, it
satisfied the needs of Donguibogam users with O the Browse function that well displays the table of contents, @ the Search function that
separates the title from the main text, and ® the Personalization function designed to link and share relevant knowledge.

Conclusions : Computerization of Chinese records was triggered by the request of the academia, but it was accelerated after being
selected as a public laboring project to overcome the IMF crisis. However, computerization of ancient documents is not a simple task but a
field of study to modernize classical knowledge. The success or failure of computerization of Chinese records is determined by whether
high-quality modern ‘contents’ are secured, whether the ‘container’ design adequately implements the search, browse and link functions,

and how well it fulfils the needs of the consumer ‘community’.

Key words : Donguibogam, Chinese records, computerizing, The Dongui Bogam in My Hand
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External Bodily Elements, Volume 1
1. Head
1.8
Head

1. ERXALE# 1. The Head Is Called the Heavenly Valley

That Stores Spirit

1. ERXALIEM
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The valley of the earth is where all creation
and all kinds of nature are contained. A
person is like heaven and earth and
therefore has a valley in the body. In that
valley the true one is kept and original
spirit dwells. Thus, there are nine palaces
(A®) in the head that correspond to the
nine universes. The first palace in the
center is called the Ni Hwan Palace (BA®)
Also, “The spleen (&) is also called Kun
Lun (E#) or the Valley of the Universe.
Although there are many names for it, the
names all mean ‘Home to spirit’. Because the
spirit dwells in a space that resembles a
valley it is called the valley spirit. If the
spirit stays one lives, and when it leaves

P = I R i+

e EIVeS
A Ug= I 5 U
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WARERAED. HHARE, XM, FZAR. §
ASd, EEXBREN, AWZAD. PERAES, &
RAZFtL. TARAMT BEZAt. X6, T8t
DREWZE, BUZHRE BEWCEDL TER,

The valley (&) is the Valley of the Universe
(X#). The spirit (i#) is the body's original
spirit (Fti@). The Valley of Universe is where
harmony dwells and infinity is contained.
The valley of the earth is where all creation
and all kinds of nature are contained. A
person is like heaven and earth and
therefore has a valley in the body. In that
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